SOUTH EAST ARTS AND CULTURE WORKSHOP

Making the Case for the Arts Conference, Leicester Guildhall, 18 October 2007

Arguments can be made as to how working with new arrivals, or around the issue of integration, is beneficial, for example, the positive impact on the local economy and tourism made by festivals.  It is also good to refer to government policy documents about integration and to research such as ‘A Sense of Belonging’ published by Creative Exchange (www.creativeexchange.org).

The group brainstormed about how a photography project with young refugees and asylum seekers could be beneficial and how positive results could be shown.  Suggestions included:

· Boost language confidence through young people discussing together as a team.

· Career development through bringing in professional artists.

· Having an exhibition in a prestigious place – raises the profile and gives participants a sense of pride and achievement

· Giving the young people a certificate and copies of the artwork produced.

· Taking it schools so the project had a longer life and would be seen by lots of other people, eg through creating a DVD.

· Looking for partnerships with organisations and agencies that could use the photos/DVD for peer education

· Collecting personal testimonies from the participants about the benefits and peer evaluation – the young people telling each other about what they did and recording this, eg using video or audio recording.

· Highlighting links to government priorities, eg Every Child Matters

A recommendation was made for a publication by Artsplan about working with refugees and asylum seekers written by Stella Barnes.

Marfouz, a poet from Bangladesh spoke about the importance of providing support for really talented people.  This led to a discussion about the difficulty for artists in exile getting recognition, especially if the artform they use is not one which is generally recognised in the UK.

Marfuoz outlines the importance of the training and mentoring he had received through Exiled Writers INK.  Projects need to have a support structure built into them, for emotional support, eg with self esteem, as well as for professional guidance.  In his case this has enabled him to become a published author (this is the evidence of the success of the project).

There was a discussion around the collection of evidence on the impact of arts projects and a number of suggestions were made:

· Collecting work in progress

· Getting feedback from partners – which boxes did the project tick for them?

· Link to policy documents, eg around community cohesion

· Use evidence from official sources eg the Police, schools

The workshop was led by Natalie Teitler.  The notetaker was Helen Pearson from Soft Touch Arts.

