SOUND IT OUT WORKSHOP

Making the Case for the Arts Conference, Leicester Guildhall, 18 October 2007

Sound It Out has four strands of work:

· Training for community musicians and exiled artists

· Participatory workshops in health settings

· Young people

· Excluded groups, including refugees and asylum seekers

Their work with refugees goes back to 2000 when there were issues with new arrivals in Birmingham.  

The Sense of Belonging report published by Creative Exchange contains case studies around the role of the arts in work with refugees and asylum seekers.  (www.creativeexchange.org)/
Zirak Hamad, an exiled Kurdish musician, gave a performance.  He spoke about how Kurdish young people have lost their culture and traditions and are not so into playing music.

A representative from the Red Cross spoke about how they use music to make new arrivals feel more at home, but this can bring up good or bad memories for people.

Sound It Out have carried out work in primary schools with an exiled musician as a was to promote social cohesion.

Partnership working has involved bringing together a refugees arts consortiem, as a result of the European Union funded In Fusion project.  This work led to social and community events in deprived neighbourhoods to showcase the work of refugee artisits.  There was also an international element involving musicians from Italy, Poland and Germany.

During 2006-07 the In Fusion project has:

· Trained exiled musicians in community music skills

· Created a cross-cultural ensemble

· Worked with schools and community groups to put on performance and run workshops.

The programme involved 20 sessions in community music practice and used established musicians in exile as peer mentors.  

The work has helped with community relations in mostly white communities where there were issues with refugees and asylum seekers being housed in these areas.

There was a discussion around community involvement and getting music to the general public.

Zirak spoke about his ambitions to go to university to study music and to play in a multi-cultural band.

Workshop facilitated by Katherine Rogers.  Notes taken by Chris Wigmore, Soft Touch Arts.

