SPONSOR A Kickstart

PLACE
We’re looking for businesses that care about
helping to build a future for young people in Leicestershire
Join our existing business supporters as a Kickstart Mentoring
Programme Sponsor. You will be directly helping young people in
challenging circumstances to move forward with their lives.
Be part of this hugely successful fundraising campaign and get a personalised brick-style
panel with your logo acknowledging support. Your panel will be displayed in our entrance
hall for between one and three years and seen by everyone who comes through our doors.
There is also an option to have a pop-up display banner showing your brick panel
alongside other Kickstart mentoring supporters.

By providing vital funds as a Kickstart sponsor, you’ll be recognised as a business that is
changing the lives of some of the most disadvantaged young people in Leicestershire.
Our target is to raise £10000 to benefit 20 young people in 2018.
Your money will go towards supporting an individual young person through a 6-month
tailored mentoring placement with a trained member of the local business community
The programme helps to move them forward with education and employment goals.
Get in touch now to pledge your support: Contact Christina Wigmore
chris@soft-touch.org.uk

Why yo ur h elp i s nee de d
If you don’t have the security of a happy and stable home and have problems relating to
others it can lead to not performing well at school and consequently having difficulties
finding a job. It can be difficult to view the future positively and know how to move
forward. It can seem easier to withdraw from or fight against society.
Leicester has one of the highest levels of child poverty in England at 35%. And children
who live in poverty are more likely to leave school without 5 good GCSEs, and have low
aspirations and an uncertain or unsecure future in terms of finding employment. We are
asking you to intervene and help us break this cycle, ensuring that every young person
has the chance to fulfil their potential and progress in education and into work.

Help yo ung people fi n d t heir place
Soft Touch Arts has been using creative projects to engage young people in these
situations in Leicestershire since 1986. Our projects unlock untapped potential, hidden
depths and talent and build a more positive outlook and sense of purpose. Our
mentoring programme is a key progression route to support young people to clarify their
goals, develop a positive vision of their future and take practical steps towards reaching
their potential. Having a role model from the local community helps young people
engage with education, employment and self-employment. We believe it because we’ve
seen it happen.

After years of chaotic family life,

You cou ld h elp a
you ng person
like S arah

Sarah ran away from home at the age of 16
and began sofa-surfing with friends. She was eventually
able to move into a local hostel but her confidence was at an
all-time low and she was struggling to engage with the staff who
were trying to support her, let alone return to education or consider
employment. But then Sarah started attending a weekly arts session at
Soft Touch Arts. She felt her confidence return as she created artwork
which was publically exhibited. Sarah signed up to the mentoring
programme and began to think about her future.
With the support of her mentor, she decided to apply for an
apprenticeship as a chef.

Pete Miller,
Partner at The Miller Partnership
The Miller Partnership has chosen to sponsor the Kickstart
Mentoring programme because it’s a way to make a real
difference. It’s not just a donation here or there; it’s actually
making sure that an important, long-term programme gets off the
ground. And there will be tangible results, with kids that have had
problems being able to have a proper life, at least partly as a result
of the work they do with Soft Touch.
Illustration of Pete Miller
by a mentee

Wh at yo u’ll re c e i ve as a sponsor and th e
i mpac t yo u’ll h ave
Although mentors are volunteers, it costs money to run a good mentoring programme.
Our programme holds the Approved Provider Standard which means it meets top
national standards for mentoring programmes.
Your sponsorship will help pay for a trusted adult mentor, who we will train and support,
to build a relationship with a disadvantaged young person. The mentor will support their
mentee to:
•

Build up self-confidence and self-esteem

•	Think about their future and develop personal goals
•

Learn the skills they need to re-engage in education, training or employment

•

Access additional support such as counselling or housing support

As well as your personalised brick panel on display in our centre, you will receive:
•

Regular updates on the mentoring programme

•

Opportunity for staff to apply to be mentors

•

Opportunity for managers and/or staff to tour our building

•

Recognition in publicity materials

•

Regular mentions on social media and in news mail outs

•	Invitations to Mentoring Celebration events
•	Invitations to private views of our public exhibitions

Sponsorship Options & Costs

It costs £500 to put a young person through a 6 month mentoring placement. This
helps to cover the cost of training for mentors, costs for young people’s transport and
co-ordination of the mentoring placement. Full or part funding sponsorship options are
available as follows:
Fully fund a mentoring place - your brick panel will be displayed for 3 years
Part fund a mentoring place - your brick panel displayed for 2 years
Part fund a mentoring place your brick panel displayed for1 year

£500+vat
£375+vat
£200+vat

For those businesses that repeat sponsorship beyond 3 years we have a special ‘golden
brick’ option which will make your contribution stand out from the crowd.
For an additional cost you can have your own pop-up banner advertising your support.
Why not organise a fundraising event to raise the funds to sponsor a place for a
young person? We’ll help give you ideas and promote your event. You could even
run it using our event space at Soft Touch on New Walk.
We’re also looking for people from the local business community to become mentors. With
full training and support provided, it’s a great way to develop new transferrable skills and
experience. For more information on what’s involved and signing up, contact Ruth Northey ruth@soft-touch.org.uk

“I felt
a real sense of
achievement in seeing my
mentee develop, grasp the
tasks at hand and ultimately
secure employment”

“It’s been great
seeing the young people
begin to develop their
confidence and skills and think
about their future in concrete terms.
The mentors provide one-to-one support
which challenges them - right where they are at - to
take the next step. We’ve now got young people
going back to college, starting apprenticeships and
finding jobs - but the most important thing is that
they are excited about their future and
motivated to do whatever it takes
to get there”

For more information on sponsorship contact:
Christina Wigmore, Director, Soft Touch Arts 50 New Walk, Leicester LE1 6TF
Tel: 0116 2552592 Email: chris@soft-touch.org.uk
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